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Effects and Consequences of Secularism
on Muslim Society: An Exploratory Study

Abdul Qayyum
Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies

Abstract

The article titled "The Impact of Secularism on Muslim Society" undertakes a comprehensive
examination of the definitions and implications of secularism in contrast to Islam. Through a
meticulous exploration of these two concepts, the researcher delves into their philosophical
underpinnings, societal manifestations, and contrasting ideologies.

Secularism, as defined within the context of the article, encapsulates a worldview or system
that prioritizes worldly affairs and dismisses or negates religious beliefs and practices. It
encompasses a spectrum of doctrines and practices that advocate for the separation of
religion from public life and governance. In contrast, Islam is portrayed as a holistic way of life
centered on the complete submission and devotion to Allah Almighty. It emphasizes the
recognition of Allah as the ultimate authority and the sole creator of the universe, demanding
unwavering obedience and acknowledgment of His sovereignty.

The researcher conducts a thorough comparative analysis of secularism and Islam, scrutinizing
their respective definitions and applications within society. This examination encompasses
various dimensions, including governance, ethics, morality, and cultural norms. Through
nuanced exploration, the researcher highlights the fundamental disparities between these
two ideologies, emphasizing their inherent contradictions and irreconcilable differences.

Furthermore, the researcher contends that secularism and Islam represent diametrically
opposed systems, both in theory and practice. While secularism advocates for the
marginalization or exclusion of religious influence from public life, Islam advocates for the
integration of religious principles into all aspects of individual and collective existence. This
fundamental dichotomy is underscored by the divergent worldviews and value systems
inherent in secular and Islamic societies.

In conclusion, the researcher asserts that the impact of secularism on Muslim society is
profound and far-reaching, with implications extending across various spheres of life. By
juxtaposing secularism with the vastness and profundity of Islamic teachings, the article
elucidates the stark contrast between these two paradigms and underscores the enduring
relevance of Islamic principles in shaping Muslim societies.

Keywords: Secularism, Islam, Impact, Ideology, Governance, Ethics, Morality, Cultural norms,
Comparative analysis, Religious influence
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““My choice of Muhammad to lead the list of the world‘s most influential
persons may surprise some readers and may be questioned by others , but He
was the only man in history Who was supremely successful on both the
religious and secular levels.?”’

Journal of Advanced Studies in Social Sciences (JASSS) Vol.1, Issue 2 (July-December 2023)



3 jw&g:éfimal}‘lé”]l)g(g}b‘k

LA uf.‘j!’d/h,@:’;"}bé/”'u’!-Jl)u‘&!;;lgj;!ﬁlﬁéat’/ﬁj’uﬁuﬁu:@ma?b‘wl[fl.ﬁ/lfkf
J&'&/:(du”éJL/CU.‘»’*:T%TJ&L»J}L(W!Jfl‘gugéu'fbfa)fﬁﬂﬁd/%hupm;,]'T;.lg;
uggftad»ﬁw-‘g&p‘u/;ﬂgw’fu!ﬁ(f/d/vuﬂ‘;wf-uyfb,ijy&Kuutwm‘LJ

-L(gg//)'gél;’/}‘al/&!LJI/.:D;‘V(V/;JMZ.@&J//(}J/@.K(Jl/)g

eyl Pk 1

e UAUI Pk e g

(A)1. worldly spirit, views or the like, esp. a system of doctrine and practices that
disregards or rejects any form of religious faith and worship.

2. The belief that religion and ecclesiastical affairs should not enter into the
functions of state, esp., into public education.*

(B)1. Concerned with the affairs of the world not spiritual or sacred.

2. (Of education etc.) not concerned with religions or religious belief.

3. a not ecclesiastical or monastic b. (of clergy) not bound by a religious rule.

4. Occurring ones in an age or century .n. a secular priest (from Latin Saecularis).
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* Webster s New World Dictionary of the American language,Page 1288, David
B: Guralnik , Editior in chief The World Publishing Company New York and
Cleveland 1968.

746 Illustrated Oxford University 2003, Oxford University New York?
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